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Bühler Insect Technology Solutions and Alfa Laval join forces
in insect processing

06.03.2019 - Bühler Insect Technology Solutions, a

pioneering provider of integrated solutions for insect

rearing and processing, is combining its strengths

with Alfa Laval, a world leader in heat transfer, sepa-

ration and fluid handling. Together, they will offer ad-

vanced modular insect plant solutions to the boom-

ing insect industry.

Bühler AG

Insect research at Buhler Insect Technology Solutions

Rising costs of proteins, potential health and growth

benefits of insect-based ingredients for animals and

an increased focus on sustainability are strong

drivers for the emerging insect industry. As a result,

the sector has reported over USD 300 million of in-

vestments in 2018 alone. To leverage this booming

sector, Bühler Insect Technology Solutions (BITS),

a pioneering provider of integrated solutions for in-

sect rearing and processing, and Alfa Laval, a world

leader in heat transfer, separation, and fluid han-

dling, have been cooperating since early 2018 with

the objective of combining their strengths to provide

efficient, integrated production plants.

Andreas Aepli, CEO Bühler Insect Technology Solu-

tions, and Sumit Pingle, Vice President Agro & Pro-

tein Systems at Alfa Laval, have signed the exclu-

sive partnership on Friday, February 22 in Uzwil,

Switzerland. Aepli says: “In Alfa Laval we are proud

to have found a partner who shares our approach

and vision in this exciting new industry. Thanks to

this collaboration, we can further increase the effi-

ciency and reliability of our solutions, setting high

standards for the industry right from the start.” Pin-

gle adds: “With the combined offering, we are in a

unique position to provide the best insect process-

ing solution in the market with unmatched product

quality and safety.”

Bühler Insect Technology Solutions and Alfa Laval

aim to leverage each company’s technology capa-

bilities, engineering know-how and market access.

The two companies have jointly developed tailored

solutions for heat transfer, solid and lipid separation,

and fluid transfer that can be integrated seamless-

ly into modular insect plant solutions. Thanks to the

joint expertise, these highly flexible solutions allow

insect producers to easily ramp up production as de-
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mand increases. The products will be offered exclu-

sively through Bühler Insect Technology Solutions.

The two companies will also cooperate on further re-

search and development, marketing and after-sales

services. Nish Patel, President of Alfa Laval’s Food

& Water Division, says: “We are looking forward to

bringing our expertise from other applications to this

dynamic new market. The collaboration with Bühler

allows us to combine our proven technology with a

complete, integrated solution – and serve the cus-

tomers better than either of us could on our own.” Di-

eter Voegtli, President of the Global Sales and Ser-

vice Organization at Bühler Group, adds: “We are

convinced that insects will play an important role in

making our food system more sustainable. With in-

stallation works for the first industrial-scale insect

plant in Europe nearing completion, we will soon

have an operating proof point of the viability of our

insect process technology in an industrial setting.”
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