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Europe-wide criticism of imminent EU veggie burger ban

14.05.2019 - A motion by the EU Parliament to

ban names such as "burger" and "sausage" for

vegan and vegetarian products has been criti-

cised throughout Europe. The nutrition organization

ProVeg goes on the offensive and starts a cam-

paign.
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In April 2019, during the negotiations on the Eu-

ropean Common Agricultural Policy (CAP), the EU

Parliament's Agriculture Committee voted in favour

of the proposal on the grounds that designations

such as "burger" and "sausage" for vegan and veg-

etarian products would mislead consumers. If the

proposal were to be accepted and a corresponding

law passed, veggie burgers would henceforth have

to be referred to as "disc", "roast piece" or other in-

comprehensible terms.

ProVeg calls for consumer-friendly food la-

belling

In order to counteract the ban, ProVeg has launched

a campaign. In a petition, the food organisation calls

on the future EU Parliament to reject the proposal

as unnecessary and irrational.

Felix Domke, Head of Policy at ProVeg, explains:

"There are no empirical studies or other evidence to

suggest that consumers are confused or deceived

by the current names of vegan and vegetarian prod-

ucts. To claim that consumers do not understand

the meaning of the term 'veggie burger' and sim-

ilar terms is nonsense. Terms such as "burger",

"sausage" and "milk" for herbal products convey to

consumers the characteristics of the products they

are looking for at the time of purchase, for example

in terms of use, taste and texture. This has been

proven for years, why should it be made more diffi-

cult?"

The veggie burger ban hinders innovation

"The proposed ban would restrict producers. In ad-

dition, it would have an impact on the positive social

and environmental changes that the vegetable food

market brings with it," says Domke. The vegan food

market is one of the fastest growing and most inno-

vative sectors of the food industry today. The peti-

tion will be submitted to the EU Parliament before

the final vote.
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