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Beam Suntory Investing $60 Million in Clermont, Reintroduc-
ing the James B. Beam Distilling Co.

02.08.2019 - Today, Beam Suntory is breaking

ground on the Fred B. Noe Craft Distillery, which

will be the home of future innovation and provide

opportunities for education and hospitality. The new

distillery is part of a larger $60 million investment

to re-establish the James B. Beam Distilling Co. in

Clermont, which encompasses the production oper-

ations for the flagship Jim Beam® brand, as well as

small-batch brands like Booker’s®, Baker’s®, Basil

Hayden’s® and Knob Creek®, and next generation

brands like Legent™ and Little Book®, and the vis-

itor experience.
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"Beam Suntory is excited to honor our roots by in-

vesting in the James B. Beam Distilling Co., and

setting ourselves up for a bright future in Kentucky

and around the world,” said Albert Baladi, President

& CEO, Beam Suntory. “With nearly 225 years be-

hind us, we are proud of our history of entrepreneuri-

alism, craftsmanship and innovation.  As the world

leader in bourbon, we are thrilled to be laying the

foundation for the next 225 years."

The James B. Beam Distilling Co. was the

company’s name immediately following Prohibition

and will serve as the name of Beam Suntory’s Cler-

mont operations going forward.

The Fred B. Noe Craft Distillery, named for 7th Gen-

eration Master Distiller Fred Noe, will serve as the

home for small-batch bourbons like Booker’s and

Baker’s, the next-generation brand Little Book, cre-

ated by 8th generation Beam Distiller Freddie Noe,

and serve as a functional production facility to ex-

plore new fermentation and distillation techniques. It

will be located on the James B. Beam Distilling Co.

site in Clermont, Kentucky.

“At Beam Suntory, we like to say that we’re all One

Big Family, and what we’re beginning here today re-

inforces our leadership in bourbon, and sets us up

for the future,” said Freddie Noe. “Now I can’t think

of anyone who’s set up the future of bourbon any

better than my dad, so I can hardly begin to express

my pride in naming this new distillery after him.”
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As part of its tourism investment, Beam Suntory will

elevate its visitor experience in Clermont, KY and

give consumers more reasons to visit, including be-

hind-the-scenes tour across the family of brands

from Jim Beam to Basil Hayden’s to Legent, a tast-

ing room, and even customizable experiences.

Beam Suntory recently announced Jim Beam’s $5

million donation to the University of Kentucky, the

largest philanthropic donation on company record,

to establish the James B. Beam Institute for Ken-

tucky Spirits. This institution, designed in partner-

ship with the University of Kentucky and the Ken-

tucky Distillers Association, will educate the next

generation of distillers through a first-of-its-kind cur-

riculum that covers the skills needed to succeed in

the distilled spirits industry at the undergraduate,

graduate and professional levels. 

Each year, Beam Suntory invests more than $500

million to make bourbon in Kentucky.

https://www.yumda.com/en/news/1162201/
https://www.yumda.com/en/news/1162201/

