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UN Food Systems Summit
Huhtamaki welcomes discussions around food waste, safety and ac-
cessibility

11.06.2021 - Taking place in September, the UN

Food Systems Summit aims to launch further ac-

tions in support of the UN Sustainable Development

Goals (SDGs). We believe sustainable food systems

are a key component of sustainability, not only in

terms of the climate impact, but also on a social lev-

el. And food packaging plays a key role in facilitating

sustainable food systems by providing product pro-

tection and food accessibility.

Huhtamaki

Three key priorities for Huhtamaki

Just over a week ago, the EU Council of Minis-

ters submitted a list of 50 priorities for consideration

at the UN Food Systems Summit. Huhtamaki wel-

comes the discussions and especially on three of

the key priorities: 1. the emphasis on reducing food

losses and food waste, 2. the importance of food

safety, and 3. the need to enable better access to

food for all.

Huhtamaki supports the view put forward by the EU

Council that significantly reducing the current levels

of food losses and food waste is critical in moving to-

wards sustainable food systems. To us, the fact that

the carbon footprint of food waste is immense, whilst

a significant number of people do not have access

to food is not acceptable.  To address this challenge,

the EU Council has highlighted the need to promote

resource-efficient and circular packaging in reducing

food waste. We agree that smart food packaging can

play a key role in reducing food waste by protecting

food from damage and spoilage and by improving

the shelf-life of products.  We are also committed to

designing for circularity whilst maintaining the core

functions of efficiency and safety of food packaging.

Of course, it should not be a surprise that the safe-

ty of food is a non-negotiable for Huhtamaki. As the

EU Council states, ensuring the safety of food pro-

vided to consumers is of utmost importance. Not on-

ly does food packaging protect food from spoilage,

it also reduces the risk of cross-contamination and

the spread of disease. Therefore, the hygiene fac-

tor of food packaging must be considered when

discussing sustainable food systems. The Covid-19
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pandemic has further proved the need for these

safety and hygiene functionalities.

Ultimately, access to nourishing and healthy food is

integral when discussing food systems. It is unac-

ceptable that currently 9% of the global population

does not have access to sufficient food.1 The EU

Council highlighted that the Summit should encour-

age effective measures to increase the accessibili-

ty and affordability of healthy diets through sustain-

able food systems, including for vulnerable groups.

Food packaging fundamentally facilitates access to

food by enabling its transport in high quantities while

keeping it safe from spoilage for longer.

What we want to see from the Summit

Food systems have wide-reaching impacts, and as

the UN suggests, they affect all 17 Sustainable De-

velopment Goals to some degree. Therefore, it is

crucial to have factual conversations around the dif-

ferent aspects of these systems recognizing that

countries’ infrastructures and resources will differ.

  This is especially true in waste management and

recycling systems. In policy terms this means no

one-size will fit all, and that a global framework is

therefore likely to be the best way forward, with dif-

fering approaches required to achieve the high lev-

els of materials recovery and lower carbon-impact

we all want to see.

As the EU Council states in its priorities, in order

to better understand the challenges and opportu-

nities associated with the transformation of food

systems, evidence-based assessments are need-

ed.  Our work on EU legislation, such as the Single

Use Plastics Directive, has shown that transforma-

tion must be focused on achieving the best overall

outcome, using Life Cycle Thinking to assess the

social, economic and environmental aspects of sus-

tainability, rather than being tied to a series of sep-

arate policy outputs. 

1 United Nations Environment Programme

(2021). Food Waste Index Report 2021.

Nairobi. https://www.unep.org/resources/report/un-

ep-food-waste-index-report-2021
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